[image: MadCap-bkgd-2]	[image: ]
Webinar Q&A
Pro Tip: Formatting Images Using CSS
Webinar Date
September 19th, 2019
Presenter
Scott DeLoach, Certified Flare Trainer and Consultant | ClickStart

Webinar Resources

	QUESTION
	ANSWER

	GENERAL

	When overriding the inline, does that allow Flare's controls to change the size for Print/HTML5 output if needed?
	Yep. If you override inline formatting, it should work for HTML5 and PDF targets.

	Is there an alternative to psuedo elements (like img: before and img: after) with HTML5?
	No. The img tag is a “replaced element” in CSS. Replaced elements cannot have before or after pseudo elements.
See the note at https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/::after

	When using customized bullets, how would you make sure that the image (bullet) is centered with the text (not slightly above, when looking at a list, for example)?
	A good trick is to use a background image for the bullet icon. Here’s a good discussion and example:
https://www.sitepoint.com/community/t/css-list-style-image-vertical-alignment-issue/5242

	I'm curious about resizing.  There are image size functions that you can adjust to resize images for both print and online help.  How is this different or better?
	My examples are using CSS to resize images. Ideally, you would size the images in an image editing tool and use them at the correct width/height. However, many people have inline formatting inside their img tags specifying a width/height for the image. If you have sized an image inside Flare, it will use styles either in a stylesheet (highly recommended) or as inline formatting (not recommended).

	Are there any limitations to the elements that can be inside the <figure> tag?  COuld I have multiple <img> elements?
	The img tag’s srcset element can be used to specify different images for different screen widths. Here’s some great info:
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Learn/HTML/Multimedia_and_embedding/Responsive_images
The figure tag can be used to group an image with a figcaption or even multiple images with one figcaption. For more info, see:
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/HTML/Element/figure

	I know this is probably way out of scope (and probably more of a feature request), but I've worked for manufacturing companies who use 3D modeling software (i.e. SolidWorks or Creo) to create product assemblies for production on the shop floor. This format is often used to export views for instruction sheets into vector-based formats. It would be really cool if Capture incorporated more vector-based support natively. Having to raster the vector format and lose its resizing capabilities is a real drag. While I'm sure you could easily just "open in Illustrator" and leverage an Adobe product to manage such image files, it would be great if there were some basic support of the format from right inside Capture.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Sure—that’s a great feature request! You can submit feature requests on MadCap’s website:
https://www.madcapsoftware.com/feedback/featurerequest.aspx

	When would you use max-width/height as a percentage?
	If you use a percentage, the percentage is based on the width of the image’s container. So max-width: 100% prevents an image from being wider than the container. That’d be useful if you had an image inside a table and the image is wider than the table.
I also mentioned that max-width: 100% is great for print, since it prevents images from being wider than the PDF.

	What is the code for figcaption above image?
	For now, you have to put the figcaption above the img tag inside the figure tag. However, the caption tag (used with tables) can be positioned above or below a table using a style property. So, I suspect that the W3C could add a similar style property to the figcaption tag.

	I've imported a lot of images from various Word documents and the images are various sizes.  What do you recommend as a means to standarize the size of the images for both online and print medium?
	Ideally, you would resize the actual images using Capture or another image edting tool. You can use CSS to size them, but it’s just forcing the images to be a specified size. If you resize an image in an image editing app, it will use algorithms to make it looks as good as possible.
If you want to size the images using CSS, I’d start with max-width or height. For example, you could set max-width to 500px to make all images larger than 500px width to be 500px wide. Smaller images will keep their size.

	How do I include thumbnails that will expand (in a separate window) to show the full graphic?
	The Flare help system has great information about setting up thumbnails:
https://help.madcapsoftware.com/flare2019/Content/Flare/Images/Editing-Images/Showing-Images-as-Thumbnails-in-Output.htm

	How can I use CSS to wrap the text around an image?
	You can use the float property to postion an image on the left or right. If there is enough text in the paragraph, it will wrap around the floated image. 
Here’s a good example with instructions:
https://www.homeandlearn.co.uk/WD/wds4p6.html

	When using tools such as Snagit - what do you consider best practices for screen captures? What should we be doing in Snagit before we add the image file to Flare?
	Ideally, the image is the correct size so it doesn’t need to be resized when used. When you reize an image in Snagit (or any other image editing app), the app will make the image look as good as possible. If you resize it with styles, it’s just forcing it to be the specified size. 

	With mc-autonumber-format, how do you accommodate translations if you use text?
	You can setup styles to detect and use the correct language.
Here’s an example from my Madworld Europe presentation:
.caution:{ mc-auto-number-format: "Caution: "; } 
*[xml\:lang="de"].caution:before {
mc-auto-number-format: "Vorsicht: "; } 
I normally use the content property in this situation, but the mc-auto-number-format property could be used, too.

	Is there any easy way to automatically put one image on top of another using CSS? For example, an image of a phone with a blank screen that would always be in the background and screenshots which would go on top.
	The easiest option would be to add a background image for the container (for the entire topic, that’d be the body tag) and include images inside the container using the img tag.
I did something similar for a presentation at MadWorld 2017—it’s a pretty cool effect once you get everything aligned.

	These styles are applied in a stylesheet. Can you show how it looks if you were to do it in Flare?
	Everything in the presentation was created in Flare, and I’m using stylesheets just like you would use in Flare. 

	Instead of putting images in p elements, wouldn't it be better to put them, mostly, inside figure elements? (Yes, I know figure elements are not directly supported in the Flare UI.) The figure element is a block-level tag.
	The p tag is also a block level tag, and until we had the figcaption tag it was almost always used to contain the img tag. 
The figure tag seems like the W3C’s plan for the future, so I think it’s a good idea to at least keep an eye on it.

	What is that cool presentation interface you're using?
	It’s a Flare project using normal CSS and a TopNav skin. I modified the skin using CSS and created some jQuery scripts that allow me to edit the output. I use it as a template for presentations and for setting up and testing Flare projects as a consultant.

	How to put an image map on an image that you have resized or set the dpi on in MadCap capture?
	After you resize an image, you can adjust the map to match the current image. If the image is being adjusted using responsive sizing, you could use a script to dynamically resize the map. Here’s a popular jQuery image map plugin: https://plugins.jquery.com/imageMapResizer/

	I have images that are not displayed as centered in my Flare XML editor, but when generating the Preview, they are shown as centered. Why?
	Check the Enable Object Positioning setting. In the XML Editor, click the “eyeball” button’s drop-down arrow and select Enable Object Positioning.

	Do you know a good reference book from which I could learn CSS?
	Sure!
CSS3: The Missing Manual - David McFarland
http://www.amazon.com/CSS3-Missing-David-Sawyer-McFarland/dp/1449325947
CSS3 Anthology: Take Your Sites to New Heights - Rachel Andrew
http://www.amazon.com/CSS3-Anthology-Take-Sites-Heights/dp/0987153021
CSS: The Definitive Guide - Eric Meyer
http://www.amazon.com/CSS-Definitive-Guide-Eric-Meyer/dp/0596527330
CSS to the Point - Scott DeLoach [I have to like my own book, right? :)]
http://www.lulu.com/clickstart

	I have an HTML5 and PDF output. Is there a way to add "DRAFT" or "CONFIDENTIAL" on the page, not just an image, like a watermark? I'm wondering specifically for the PDF output.
	There’s a great topic in the Flare help system about creating watermarks. See https://help.madcapsoftware.com/flare2019/Content/Flare/Images/Editing-Images/Creating-Watermarks.htm

	I liked how you jumped straight to the point, helps when you're at work on lunch break. My question is if there is a way to do some of these in image properties if not using css?
	Everything I demonstrated used CSS and was created in Flare. You should definitely use styles (CSS) to format content in Flare and for any HTML-based content in general.
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