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How this webinar works 

 

• You are muted 
• We should be done within the hour 
• I’ll answer questions at the end of the 

webinar 
• We are recording this session 

 



My talk today 
• Introduce EPUB files and why they 

are important for technical 
communicators 

• Explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of EPUB files 

• Open an EPUB file and changing the 
Cascading Style Sheet 

• Change formatting: fonts, alignment 
of text, page breaks, and widows and 
orphans in the CSS 

• Explain validating and previewing 
files 

• This webinar doesn’t focus on tools 
 
 
 



What is an EPUB file? 
An EPUB document is a zip file with the 
.epub extension.  
 
You create EPUB files using Microsoft 
Word, Adobe InDesign, and help author-
ing tools such as Madcap Flare and 
Adobe RoboHelp.   

 



EPUB is part of our future 

PDFs, HTML 
Help, User 

Guides 
WebHelp, 

PDFs  

Tripane Help, 
HTML5, 

PDFs, EPUB 
files, Help 

apps 



Strengths of an EPUB file 



Same EPUB on different devices 



Disadvantages of an EPUB file 



Disadvantages of an EPUB file 



Disadvantages of an EPUB file 



How to read an EPUB file 
 • Android devices 

• Chrome Readium 
• iPhone, iPad, iOS devices using 

iBooks 
• Barnes & Noble Nook 
• Adobe Digital Editions 
• Amazon Kindle is the exception 

 



Two ways to revise an EPUB file 



EPUB file workflow 
 

 Create 
EPUB file 

View the 
content in 

your 
e-reader 

Revise 
the EPUB 

file, if 
needed 



Anatomy of an EPUB file 

1.Mimetype file 
2.META-INF file 
3.OEBPS folder 



Embedding fonts 



Step 1: Download fonts 



Step 1: Download fonts 



Step 2: Change your CSS file 



Step 3: Change your content.opf file 



Controlling fonts 

p { 
font-family: “Verdana”, “Arial”, sans-
serif; 
} 



Controlling fonts 



Aligning text 



Aligning text 



Aligning text 



Controlling page breaks 

h2 {Page-break-before: always;} 
H3 {page-break-before: avoid;) 
H3 {page-break-after: avoid;) 
 







Controlling page breaks 

table.AlternateBlueWithBlankHeader 
{page-break-inside: avoid} 



Controlling widows and orphans 

 p {widows:2;} 



Controlling widows and orphans 

 p {orphans:2; } 



Adobe 
Digital 
Editions 

iPad iPhone Nook* 

Fonts 
Alignment Override  
Page 
breaks 
Widows & 
orphans 

No No 

Summarizing features 



Example of an EPUB file 



Example of an EPUB file 
 



Example of an EPUB file 
 



Example of an EPUB file 
 



Validating an EPUB file 

Few ways to do it: 
https://code.google.com/p/epubcheck 
 
http://validator.idpf.org 
 
 
 
 
 



Previewing an EPUB file 

Procedure for iPad: 
http://tinyurl.com/bjhepcp 
 



Other resources 
EPUB Straight to the Point 
by Elizabeth Castro 
 
http://www.pigsgourdsandwikis.com 

 
http://www.lynda.com 
 
http:www.epubsecrets.com 
 
http://blog.threepress.org/2009/09/16/how-to-embed-
fonts-in-epub-files/ 
 



About me 

 

LinkedIn 
http://www.linkedin.com/in/robertdesprez 
 
Twitter 
https://twitter.com/robert_desprez 
 
Web site 
http://www.robertdesprez.com 
 
My e-mail: robert@robertdesprez.com 



 
 

$100 OFF            TRAINING 
 

Thanks for attending today’s webinar!  
 

As a webinar attendee, receive $100 off any MadCap Training 
Course:  

 
Discount Code SEP100* 

 
For available training courses and to receive your discount, contact: 

sales@MadCapSoftware.com  
+1 858.320.0387 opt. 1 

*Valid for any current or future training course reserved by September 30, 2013. Certain restrictions apply. 
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