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Hi, I’m Paul Pehrson

• Flare User for 11+ years

• Flare trainer and consultant for 9 years

• Technical writer since 2000

• Dad of 5 (yes, 5)



Brief Overview of Conditions, Variables & 
Snippets
• What are conditions?

• Pro vs free software

• Online vs print help

• What are variables?
• Software version numbers 

• Product and company names

• Book titles

• What are snippets?
• Reusable chunks of content

• Can contain formatting, images, tables, etc.



Demo of 
conditions, 
variables, 

and snippets



Snippet Conditions

For those times when you have an 
‘almost exactly the same’



Topic 1 Topic 2









Snippet Variables

For when the variable changes, not at 
the target (or audience) level, but at 
the topic, or insertion level.

Don’t worry. Most people say it’s 
easier than algebra…



Variable definitions priority

Type Where it is set Priority Examples

Project Project Organizer > Variable Set editor Lowest priority Company Name
Product Name



Variable definitions priority

Type Where it is set Priority Examples

Project Project Organizer > Variable Set editor Lowest priority Company Name
Product Name

Target Project Organizer > Targets > individual 
target file > Variables tab

Override project settings Client Name
Book title
Product Name (if 
multiple products in 
same Flare project)



Variable definitions priority

Type Where it is set Priority Examples

Project Project Organizer > Variable Set editor Lowest priority Company Name
Product Name

Target Project Organizer > Targets > individual 
target file > Variables tab

Override project settings Client Name
Book title
Product Name (if 
multiple products in 
same Flare project)

Snippet Individual topic > Right click on snippet > 
Snippet Variables

Highest priority; override 
target and project 
settings

When lots of potential 
options might exist, like a 
price list



[~]$ host
And now for 
a message 
from our 

host…



TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CERTIFIED TRAINING

As a webinar attendee, receive $100 OFF your next

advanced training course.

MadCap Flare CSS Training
November 14-15, 2017 (web-based)

MadCap Flare Single Sourcing Training
November 16-17, 2017 (web-based)

For more details, contact sales@madcapsoftware.com

Note: Courses subject to change. Availability based on student registration. Certain restrictions apply;
cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Not valid on courses already purchased.

mailto:sales@madcapsoftware.com
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Q&A

Paul Pehrson

• www.docguy.training

• paul@docguy.training

• @docguy

• Linkedin.com/in/paulpehrson


